AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R, § 1.1 16 
U.S. Appln.No.: 10/681,092 



Attorney Docket No.: Q77827 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently amended): A mail processing apparatus comprising: 

a stamp side-detecting portion which determines on which side- face of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed; 

a sorting portion which sorts the postal items based on information determined by said 
stamp side-detecting portion; and 

a facing portion which aligns the postal items so that their stamp sides- faces face the 
same direction. 

2. (Currently amended): A mail processing apparatus comprising: 

a stamp side-detecting portion which determines on which side- face of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed; 

a sorting portion which sorts the postal items based on information determined by said 
stamp side-detecting portion; and 

a facing portion which aligns the postal items so that their stamp sides- faces face the 
same direction, wherein 

said facing portion has multiple rollers with different mounting angles varying from tilted 
to erect, and a raising portion which raises the postal items sorted by said sorting portion so that 
the bearings of the postal items are changed from tilted to erect. 
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3. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1 ? further comprising: 

an orientation-adjusting portion which adjusts the orientation of the postal items so that 
the direction of their length coincides with the transport direction; and 

a feeding portion which feeds the orientation-adjusted postal items to said stamp side- 
detecting portion. 

4. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a 
height-sizing portion which picks up postal items higher than a predetermined height so that the 
picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side-detecting portion. 

5. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a 
thickness-sizing portion which picks up postal items thicker than a predetermined thickness so 
that the picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side-detecting portion. 

6. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising: 

a height-sizing portion which picks up postal items higher than a predetermined height 
and passes other postal items equal to or lower than the predetermined height through under said 
height-sizing portion toward the downstream; and 

a thickness-sizing portion which picks up postal items thicker than a predetermined 
thickness from among the postal items passed through by said height-sizing portion, wherein 

the picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side-detecting portion. 
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7. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a stamp position-detecting portion which detects the position of a stamp on each of the 
postal items aligned by said facing portion; and 

canceling means which cancels the postal items based on information from said stamp 
position-detecting portion. 

8. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said canceling means seals a 
postmark on the stamps. 

9. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising a 
branching unit which divides the transport destination into a branch for canceled postal items and 
a branch for uncanceled postal items. 

10. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising a 
stacking unit which stacks the canceled postal items. 

1 1 . (Original): The apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising means for 
dividing the destination of the postal items into branches according to the stamp positions based 
on information from said stamp position-detecting portion. 
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12. (Original); The apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising means for 
dividing the destination of the postal items into two branches, one for postal items with the 
canceled stamps in the front end and the other for postal items with the canceled stamps in the 
rear end, based on information from said stamp position-detecting portion. 

13. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 12, further comprising: 
a first stacking unit which stacks the postal items with the canceled stamps in the front 

end; and 

a second stacking unit which stacks the postal items with the canceled stamps in the rear 

end. 

14. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising a culling unit 
where a worker(s) culls the postal items picked up by said height-sizing portion and feeds the 
culled postal items to said feeding portion. 

15. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising an 
automated feeding unit which automatically feeds the postal items culled beforehand to the 
stamp side-detecting portion. 

16. (Previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said orientation- 
adjusting portion comprises rollers and belts to change the bearings of the postal items from a 
tilted state to an erect state. 
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17. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said sorting portion has a 
paddle driven based on the information detected by said stamp side-detecting portion. 

1 8. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said sorting portion has 
guide members for adjusting the ranges of the postal items when sorted. 

19. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said facing portion has a 
raising portion for raising the postal items sorted by said sorting portion so that the postal items 
are transported in an erect state. 

20. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said raising portion has 
multiple rollers with different mounting angles varying from tilted to erect. 

21. (Original): The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said rollers are made of an 
elastic material. 
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